
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Volume: 2, No: 2  October-December, 2024 169 

 

         ISSN Print: 3006-4694 

ISSN Online: 3006-4708 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW ARCHIVES 
https://policyjournalofms.com  

THE IMPACT OF POLITICAL CORRUPTION AND POWER DYNAMICS ON 

PERSONAL DIGNITY, FREEDOM, AND IDENTITY, AS PORTRAYED BY 

NADEEM ASLAM’S GOLDEN LEGEND 
 

1Badshah Hussain, 2Dr. Abdul Hamid Khan 

1 Ph.D Scholar In English At Qurtaba University of Science & Information Technology, 

  Peshawar 
2 Associate Professor, Department of English Linguistics & Literature, Qurtaba University of 

  Science & Information Technology, Peshawar 

 

Abstract 

This work uses a literary analysis of Nadeem Aslam’s The Golden Legend to investigate the 

relationship between the corruption of politics and power dynamics and personal dignity, 

freedom, and identity. In Pakistan, how political corruption combines with religious 

extremism marginalizes already vulnerable groups, especially religious minorities, is 

explored. The study employs Hebrew ontologies and critical works from Hannah Arendt, 

Michel Foucault, Anderson’s notion of ‘imagined communities’ and Frantz Fanon to 

demonstrate the degradation of dignity, isolation of freedom and inversion of identity in 

corrupt system. The novel by Aslam is used as a case study to explore the wider socio-

political impact of corruption and authoritarianism in authoritarian regimes and undemocratic 

regimes. Finally, the paper concludes by suggesting that social impacts of political corruption 

on marginalized people matter for oneself and therefore deserves further investigation in 

other cultural and literary contexts. 

 

Key words: Corruption, politics, power dynamics, freedom, dignity, identity, manipulation, 

authoritarianism 

 

Introduction 

Political corruption and power dynamics have been standard elements of individuals and 

societies for a very long time. When misused, these forces can take a heavy toll on its 

person's sense of personal dignity, freedom and identity. Political corruption corrupts 

democratic values by congesting power in the hands of a few, most of the time against the 

vulnerable. This research paper focuses on the ways in which political corruption and power 

dynamics infantilise, denude, eradicate freedom and distortion or suppression of identity, 

with particular emphasis on authoritarian regimes, unstable democracies, and contexts where 

state power colludes with religious and ethnic majorities. 

This analysis uses political theory, sociology, and case studies of real-world regimes where 

the presence of political corruption is all drawn from. That lens is provided by authors such 

as Hannah Arendt, Frantz Fanon, and scholars in governance studies. 

In The Golden Legend, Nadeem Aslam’s complex examination of the impact of political 

corruption and power dynamics on personal dignity, freedom and identity in Pakistan. In an 

aesthetic of religious violence and social intolerance, the novel places political elites and 
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leaders of the religious camp in a race towards power in order to continually fuel the 

suppression of dissent and marginalization of the minority. The research presented in this 

paper examines how Aslam’s depiction of a corrupt, authoritarian system (which engages 

with not only overt but also subtle forms of violence) affects the central human values of 

dignity, freedom, and identity. Using personal stories of love, loss, and resistance Aslam 

shows how political corruption and power can destroy and how people fight to stay human. 

The case is a novel that functions as a case study to understand what bigger implications 

corruption and authoritarianism has on a personal and communal life, and in settings where 

religious and political institutions collaborate to continue to control. This paper will draw on 

critical theory, post colonial studies, and the political economy of South Asia and seek to 

unpack how and why political corruption and the drama of power work their way through the 

novel, and how they destroy the dignity, freedom and identity of the human subject. 

 

Political Corruption and its Definition 

Commonly defined in political corruption terms are bribery, manipulation and coercion, 

abuse of power for private gain. Transparency International, (TI, 2023), says corruption 

undermines trust, weaks institutions and threatens economic and social development. In 

corrupt systems, power is monopolised by a political elite for self exploitation of its 

mechanisms to perpetuate control. It nullifies accountability and consumes away at the public 

institutions which should otherwise protect people's freedom and rights. Political corruption 

harms not only government functions, but creates a wider effect of depriving one’s personal 

dignity, freedom and identity - to an extent especially damaging if one belongs to a 

marginalized group. 

 

Political Corruption and Power Dynamics in The Golden Legend 

Bribery, manipulation, coercion, abuse of power for private gain, all are commonly defined in 

political corruption terms. According to Transparency International (TI, 2023), corruption 

builds on lack of trust; undermines institutions; and threatens economic and social 

development. In corrupt systems, political elites monopolise power to have its mechanisms 

exploited for their own self perpetuation. It nullifies accountability and chews away at the 

public institutions that are supposed to protect people’s freedom and rights. Political 

corruption not only inconveniences government performance but also leads to an effect of 

depriving one’s personal dignity, freedom and identity to the worst degree if you are part of a 

marginalised group. 

 

Problem Statement 

In authoritarian regimes or democracies with weak institutions, political corruption and the 

dynamics of power in these two systems almost always entail suppression of personal dignity, 

personal liberty, and personal identity. Nadeem Aslam's novel, through a literary account of 

how these forces work in Pakistan, where political corruption is intertwined with religious 

extremism and intolerance that suppresses groups on the margins, the Golden Legend finds 

political exploitation in the service of suppressing these groups through relentless persecution 

in the name of religion. Even though a large volume of theoretical research exists on political 

corruption and power and on human cost of political corruption in general (particularly loss 

of dignity, freedom, and identity), there is a dearth of studies that deal with it in specific, 

cultural and literary contexts, such as Pakistan. The focus of this research is to expound upon 

the manner in which Aslam’s portrayal reflects the effect of political corruption on the 

individual and communal lives with consideration of critical theory, post colonial studies and 

political sociology. 
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Research Objectives 

1. To explore political corruption and power dynamics in suppressing personal dignity,   

 freedom and identity in Nadeem Aslam’s The Golden Legend, 

2. Analyse the corrupt way in which identity and social segregation are promoted, using 

 the religious and ethnic minorities in Pakistan as an example. 

3. To consider how Aslam’s novel necessarily reflects and questions actual world 

 authoritarian styles that encompass political corruption and also religious extremism 

 in South Asia. 

4.  From this, I connect Aslam’s literary depictions to theoretical frameworks from 

 Arendt, Foucault, Anderson’s notion and Fanon in order to  shed light on the broader 

 political implications of corruption on marginalized  communities. 

 

Research Questions 

1. What does Nadeem Aslam’s The Golden Legend show us about how political 

 corruption and power affects personal dignity, freedom, and identity? 

2. How does the novel illustrate that religious and ethnic identity contributes to 

 marginalization of minority groups in corrupt systems? 

3. What socio-political issues of state surveillance, religion violence, and 

 authoritarianism do The Golden Legend’s characters experience? 

4. What can political theory reveal about the mechanisms by which political corruption 

 disfigures dignity, freedom, and identity in the ways the novel portrays it? 

5. In what ways does The Golden Legend respond to the theme of resistance and 

 survival of coercion and expulsion of dissent in the face of systemic political abuse? 

 

The use of The Golden Legend as a case study, will frame this study to an analysis of the 

literary and socio-political aspects of political corruption and power, as well as patterns of 

political authoritarianism and identity manipulation more broadly. 

 

Literature Review 

Political theory, sociology, and post-colonial studies have, together, examined at length the 

influence of corruption in and wielding of power upon one’s dignity, freedom, and identity. 

Just as political corruption dehumanizes people especially members of marginalized groups, 

it destroys the institutional integrity. The themes in question are presented in a literary case 

study told in The Golden Legend by Nadeem Aslam, taking place in contemporary Pakistan. 

This section situates Aslam’s treatment of corruption and its socio-political effects in the 

context of existing literature on political corruption, power, and their effects. 

 

Political Corruption and Its Societal Impact 

The abuse of public office for private gain by bribery, manipulation and coercion is called 

political corruption. In fact, this definition is key enough in the works of scholars like 

Transparency International shows that corruption undermine the democratic institutions and 

restrict the social and economic development. All this corruption undermines public 

confidence in government institutions and therefore makes the system available for political 

elites to abuse, continuing to uphold power. Osoba (1996) argues that political corruption in 

developing countries (including that of Nigeria) not only hinders democratic growth but also 

undermines civil liberties making it a public system that influences both administration and 

individual rights. 

In authoritarian and unstable democracies, the corruption of public institutions through 

erosion of public institutions erodes personal dignity and freedom directly. Hybrid regimes, 

Levitsky and Way (2010) tell us, tend to be very corrupt, criminalizing political opposition 
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and suppressing civil society organizations. What this consolidation of power does is it 

actually kills personal freedoms and that’s why we see this happening in an authoritarian state 

such as Venezuela, Russia, and North Korea where the political elites literally manipulate the 

legal system so that people cannot dissent and have their freedom. The dynamics of Aslam’s 

depiction of political corruption in The Golden Legend are on the whole relevant to its 

depiction of state endorsed violence against religious minorities, which systematically 

prepares them to be stripped of their dignity. 

 

The Erosion of Personal Dignity in Corrupt Systems 

For this purpose, a critical anchor for this understanding is Hannah Arendt’s work, The 

Origins of Totalitarianism (1951). According to Arendt, such systems turn citizens into mere 

instruments of state power, bred in isolation and loneliness. This is the way Aslam depicts, 

through The Golden Legend, the Christian and Hindu minorities who are continuously 

degraded systemically by both state and religious extremists. In Pakistan, as in most contexts 

where corruption, and authoritarianism prevail, political elites deny the most marginalized 

groups their most basic human rights and create a culture of impunity that we all know 

reduces the value of their existence. (Aslam, 2017). 

Arendt’s theory explains Nadeem Aslam’s investigation of these themes. Examples of how 

character dignity gets eroded in the most corrupt systems, such as in Helen, who is constantly 

harassed and is laying her life in entertainment just to make some ends meet. Aslam can be 

read to criticize the collusion of corrupt power structures that contribute to making these 

vulnerable groups dehumanize. 

 

Curtailment of Freedom Through Power Dynamics 

Using Michel Foucault’s theories of power and surveillan, particularly in Discipline and 

Punish (1975) offers an insight into the restriction of personal freedoms in corrupt political 

environment. According to Foucault, control and surveillance mechanisms are important 

tools of the power to keep dominating at the populations. The Golden Legend uses the 

'acoustic mirror' as a metaphor for the all-encompassing surveillance, that obliterates the 

characters' freedom to act, speak, think independently. As Foucault’s idea of panopticism 

suggests, people perceive their behaviour in terms of the risk of being regularly observed in 

order to control corrupt authorities’ domination. 

If freedom of speech, movement and association are denied, political corruption flourishes. 

People living in The Golden Legend are always under the threat of surveillance and violence, 

but their personal autonomy is both restricted by the state and by extremist groups. Such 

tactics are often used, suggests Levitsky and Way (2010), by corrupt regimes, which 

criminalize opposition and suppress dissent. The ways in which these dynamics are portrayed 

in Aslam’s novel, resonates with the real-world experiences of citizens of authoritarian states 

that have been disenfranchised as part of the systemic abridgement of freedom sanctioned in 

order to sustain corrupt political systems. 

 

Identity and Its Manipulation in Corrupt Societies 

We see this same practice explored by Frantz Fanon in his work The Wretched of the Earth, 

(1961) where he examines how colonial and corrupt regimes impose skewed identities on 

oppressed peoples as a means of retaining control. Fanon does make the argument that these 

identities are imposed so to oppress and exploit individuals, so strip them down to categories 

which the ruling elites can manipulate. It is central to The Golden Legend by Aslam in which 

political and religious rulers seek to utilise the power of identity politics to reaffirm social 

segregation and find pretext to repress. I found different identity, especially Christianity and 

Hindu, as being marginalized in the novel and the subjugation of identity as a distinct way of 

the corrupt state to enhance its power. 
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In corrupt systems, identity is often manipulated in a way that causes individuals to hide or to 

hide some part of themselves, especially when they are castigated by their identity. Helen’s 

Christian identity in The Golden Legend is politicized in ways that threaten her safety and 

freedom, and her heterosexual, or at least non-conjugated relationship with a Muslim man. 

The logic that identity is weaponized by corrupt elites to foster division and dominance is a 

familiar one from Fanon, and this reflects that. Aslam also illustrates moments of resistance 

as characters proclaiming their group dignity and freedom against the oncoming agents of 

oppression. 

The Golden Legend draws on a rich body of literature on political corruption, power 

dynamics, and the impact on personal dignity, freedom and identity, and builds on it. 

Theoretical thinkers such as Arendt, Foucault, and Fanon provide us with ways in which 

corrupt governments use power to dehumanize and keep people down, particularly those of 

the disenfranchised. In its portrayal of religious minorities in Pakistan, Aslam’s novel reflects 

these dynamics: it reflects aspects of the politics of identity and the distortions of personal 

and collective identity wrought by political corruption. When situated within this larger 

sociopolitical moment, it becomes evident that political corruption goes well beyond the 

governance and touches at the highest level of human dignity and freedom. 

 

Methodology 

This paper on The Impact of Political Corruption and Power Dynamics on Personal Dignity, 

Freedom and Identity in Nadeem Aslam’s The Golden Legend uses literary analysis 

supported by theoretical framework from political science, sociology and postcolonial studies 

research methodology. The methodology is a reflection of how political corruption and power 

dynamics are presented in the novel and ought to be reflective of how real-life socio-political 

contexts are. 

 

Research Design 

The research design adopted in this study is qualitative and interpretative with a view to 

thematic in-depth analysis of Nadeem Aslam's novel The Golden Legend. Themes of political 

corruption, power dynamics, personal dignity, freedom and identity will be woven into the 

theme of the novel, and the research will explore these themes. With the help of socio-

political theories, the study examines how fictional portrayals correlate with and criticize real 

world political settings. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The research draws on several key theoretical frameworks: 

 

Political Theory 

Arendt (1951) offers work on totalitarianism and the loss of personal dignity when political 

systems are corrupted will provide a point of reference for the ways that corrupt regimes 

dehumanize individuals by taking away their dignity. Arendt's ideas about isolation and 

powerlessness in authoritarian regimes are crucial to analysing the experiences of 

marginalised groups in the novel. 

 

Sociology of Power 

The Golden Legend will be analysed using the theories of surveillance and control as 

articulated by Michel Foucault (1975) in Discipline and Punish. Aslam’s use of the ‘acoustic 

mirror’ symbolism, taking the cue from Foucault’s concept of panopticism, gives it a 

meaning of state control as well as its decultivation towards personal freedom. 

 

Post-colonial Theory 
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Frantz Fanon’s (1961) investigation of how corrupt and colonial regimes exploit identity for 

control will serve as a basis for the analysis of identity politics in Millennial Britannia. 

Theories of the suppression of identity and the resistance of oppressed groups will be 

channeled to the experience of religious minorities in The Golden Legend based on Fanon’s 

theories. 

 

Data Collection 

The text of Nadeem Aslam’s The Golden Legend (2017) is the primary data for this research. 

Analyses of specific passages, dialogues and narrative events that subscribe to themes 

regarding political corruption, power dynamics and their use in personal dignity, freedom and 

identity. Theoretical frameworks presented above will be critically examined with these 

textual elements. 

Secondary data consists of academic literature on political corruption, authoritarianism, 

human dignity and identity, plus case studies of real political corruption. The context of these 

sources will serve to give a backdrop which is contextual to and which can be intertwined 

with Aslam’s fictional portrayal of the events and connect the novel with broader socio-

political issues. 

 

Data Analysis 

Thematic analysis will be used to analyse the data. Here we follow a technique in which we 

might identify and interpret important themes in the novel that fit in with the major research 

questions concerning the role of political corruption, power wielding on the people and 

society with the aid of other sources. The thematic analysis will involve the following steps: 

 

Familiarization 

Close reading of The Golden Legend to extract those elements where political corruption and 

power play on the dignity, freedom, and identification of a character. 

 

Coding 

The theoretical frameworks from Arendt, Foucault and Fanon will be utilized to code and 

catagorize key themes like, surveillance, religious persecution, personal dignity, and 

manipulative identity. 

 

Interpreting Themes 

Using examples from the novel as well as real world examples, coded themes will then be 

interpreted in the context of the existing literature in the field of political corruption. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

A comparative approach will be used to connect the literary analysis with broader socio-

political realities. For instance, studying how minority religions are treated in The Golden 

Legend will then be compared to real- world cases of political corruption in Pakistan, where 

religious and political elites co-opt to marginalize minority religions. Likewise, the academic 

application of Foucault’s idea of surveillance will be brought to real life application of the 

acoustic mirror in a fictional setting and with the modern use of surveillance by authoritarian 

regimes to crush dissent. 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Of course, this is a literary and theoretical study so ethical considerations are limited. The 

dignity and rights of individuals engaged in the real world of political systems and 

marginalized groups in those political systems will be protected by careful analysis carried 
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out at an appropriately sensitive level to the lived experiences of those oppressed populations 

involved. 

 

Limitations 

Its focus on a single literary work limits the research, and perhaps does not adequately 

represent the full extent of the political corruption's reach beyond this context. Beyond this, 

the utopian setting of the novel is fictional rather than reflective of some direct mapping from 

real world politics to political corruption in the day. While this grounding of the analysis 

within well established theoretical frameworks is likely to yield understanding, it should be 

meaningful understanding that is not specific to the case of The Golden Legend. 

The Golden Legend is a text that brings into question political corruption, power dynamics, 

and personal dignity, examined in combination with literary analysis and political and 

sociological theories, which form this research methodology. According to this study, how 

literature addresses and questions the topical issue of corruption and authoritarianism as well 

as real social political issues in general through the eyes of Arendt, Foucault and Fanon is 

juxtaposed with the data. This methodology involves a thematic and comparative analysis 

about the long-standing effects of corrupt political structures on people’s lives. 

 

Analysis 

The themes of political corruption, power fight, its encroachment on personal dignity, 

freedom and identity all, are brought out in the light through the lens of Nadeem Aslam’s The 

Golden Legend. Written in Pakistani English peppered with Indian localization, the novel 

paints a simply accurate picture of how a corrupt authoritarian regime in Pakistan combined 

with religious extremism affects the lives of individuals and patterns throughout society. This 

analysis will unpack the narrative representation of these dynamics, and the impact of 

political corruption and power on dignity and freedom and identity, in the context of relevant 

theoretical framework, including the Foucaldian theory and nationalism in the perception of 

Benedict Anderson. The themes of religious intolerance, power relations as well as the 

suffering of the minorities including Christians in Pakistan are due in large part to the 

analyses done within the book.  

 

Political Corruption and Power Dynamics 

Political corruption here is not only abuse of public office as a means to promote private 

interests, but is integrally entwined with religious extremism and social control. Aslam 

depicts a regime in which power is held by a small group of political elites who are in 

collusion with religious authorities, and in which minorities can be marginalised by the 

regime, and dissent ruthlessly crushed. This particular form of corruption contributes to the 

creation of a hierarchical society in which the vulnerable person, systematically, 

dehumanized and oppressed. 

Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, used by both state and non state actors, to target religious 

minorities, in particular Christians and Hindus as exemplified by the novel (Aslam, 2017). 

These laws serve as weapons of political control, so that corrupt authorities can settle 

personal scores and establish their dominance. This corresponds with Transparency 

International’s (TI, 2023) consideration that corruption hinders trust, debases institutions & 

destroys democratic values. 

Aslam takes on the people who hold positions in the Military Intelligence of Pakistan 

asserting that the people are so oppressed that they are not even able to utter the name of that 

agency (Aslam 2017: p. 38). This undercurrent, this fear, is graphic in people like Nargis, 

Massud and Imran who live through it. 

As communism in Pakistan is presented in the novel, the country’s politics are described as 

corrupt, and it is argued that this leads to corruption in every sector especially the police force 
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due to the fragmentation of the country in the name of different societies (Aslam 2017; 

Visker 1995). The military character Burhan is, here and elsewhere, fully enveloped in this 

corruption, as he manipulates Nargis to administer forgiveness to the American assassin of 

her husband (Aslam 2017: p.38). 

In the novel the 'acoustic mirror' is the ubiquitous surveillance used by corrupt regimes to 

exercise control over their subjects. This echoes Michel Foucault’s theory of panopticism in 

which constant observation induces self regulation and mainland the power of those in power 

(Foucault, 1975). The mirror in The Golden Legend enhances an atmosphere of fear and 

control, and allows for individuals in spy on one another, ultimately increasing personal 

freedom and reducing it. 

 

Impact on Personal Dignity 

The basic notion of personal dignity pertains to the dignity an inherent worth of person and 

its associated right of being treated respectfully and fairly. However, political corruption 

wounds this principle to such an extent that leaders can dehumanize the people who disagree 

with them or simply do not belong to the privileged minority. In corrupt societies, political 

elites deny to citizens fundamental rights, with impunity being a cultural norm of violations 

to human dignity. 

According to Hannah Arendt, ideas in her work “The Origins of Totalitarianism”, corrupt 

systems engender loneliness and isolation, taking and turning people humble and without 

dignity into nothing more than an apparatus of state power (Arendt, 1951). If a government is 

corrupt, it usually resorts to coercion, and force enough to achieve impunity, which makes the 

people feel impotent. For instance, in authoritarian regimes talking about corruption may be 

met with imprisonment or death. It dehumanizes people by making them divest of their 

agency and of a voice in the face of injustice. 

This is a story that examines as to how political corruption makes people lose their personal 

dignity. The Christians, like Helen, live daily in hostility and harassment on account of their 

religion. The violence they experience erodes their dignity just as much through the impunity 

accorded the perpetrators as by corrupt power structures devaluing the lives of the 

marginalized. 

Hannah Arendt (1951) ‘s work on totalitarianism is useful to understand this dehumanization. 

But, according to Arendt, corrupt systems keep people cut off and powerless, unable to stand 

up to powerful men; but this leaves them with no dignity. In The Golden Legend, Christian 

and Hindu minorities are shown as second-class citizens whose humanity is wrung from them 

by the violence and discrimination they suffer. Tragically, political corruption, as it turns 

away from the rights of all people, develops a culture of impunity that depersonalizes the 

most vulnerable members of the society. 

This paper features the widespread religious violence that has engulfed Pakistan for decades, 

the author explains, ready to suicide bomb fundamentalists and extremists. It shows the 

struggles of Christian characters such as Helen who have to confront such oppression and 

violence as was caused by her religion (Aslam 2017; Sukheeja 2017). 

 

Curtailment of Freedom 

Natural freedom in any of its forms, political, social or personal, is one of the great 

necessities of the human mind. But in corrupt political systems, the power is always 

maintained at any cost. The freedom to organize, to oppose, to express is limited; corruption 

thrives. In such systems, political elites rely on surveillance, censorship, and repression to 

stifle all freedoms of expression, movement and association in order to perpetuate control 

over citizens. 

Incorrigibly oppressed states lack political freedom and to the individual it has profound 

consequences. They are deprived of their ability for self determination when they do not have 
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the freedom to express grievances or have their political discourse. Excluding potentially 

authoritarian states (such as North Korea, Venezuela and Russia), political corruption in 

authoritarian states inhibits freedom of speech and restricts opposition movements, giving 

power away to the elite and letting dissent go quiet (Levitsky & Way, 2010). It frequently 

culminates in the criminalization of political activity and the convenience of dissolving civil 

society organizations that operate on behalf of human rights. 

Political corruption in Nigeria has stopped the growth of democracy and freedom with 

electoral fraud, intimidation and state sponsored violence. Personal and collective freedoms 

are the first to be sacrificed and often, civil liberties (Osoba, 1996). This curtailment of these 

freedoms augments a cycle of corruption as powerful actors act with impunity while citizens 

are disenfranchised. 

Inspired by Foucault, this paper studies the relationship between power and knowledge as 

well as knowledge and discourse, especially in the context of Christians’ persecution in 

Pakistan. (Foucault 1998; Foucault 1975) Aslam exposes the repressive ideologies of the 

society that ‘Other’ the minorities’ subject position and distort truth (Miller 2019). 

In this analysis, Anderson’s notion of ‘imagined communities’ is also used in the work of 

Aslam revealing how ‘Othering’ is the way of embodying nations and saboteurs as well as 

how such nations are formed out of objects of daily life (Anderson 1983). The novel portrays 

how loss is the source of the characters’ multiculturalism which eventually changes due to the 

intolerant political and religious system in Pakistan. 

In The Golden Legend, freedom (both personal and social) is severely restricted. It is a place 

in which the people live under an endless feeling of surveillance and of fear, where there is 

no freedom of expression, there is no freedom of action. In this sense, Aslam uses the motif 

of the 'acoustic mirror,' a device sold which allows others to eavesdrop on each other, to 

signify the omnipresent surveillance of the characters' lives (Aslam, 2017). The features of 

this symbol emphasize how the corruption of personal freedom (authoritarian control over the 

lives of individual people) slips into the home, depriving them of the freedom to think, speak, 

act without being ordered. 

What Aslam is considering here is freedom—or the lack of freedom—linked to the bigger 

issue of the political corruption that exists throughout the society. The novel in many ways 

echoes the actually existing dynamics of authoritarian regimes, where citizens are under 

constant scrutiny and any visible dissent is met with the most severe punishment. In foul 

regimes, surveillance is used by Michel Foucault in Discipline and Punish as a tool of control 

as it gives one’s in power the thrall to manipulate the populace into the practice of fear and 

self regulation within the populace (Foucault, 1975). The Golden Legend is most concerned 

with this theme because the characters of Aslam are forever undermined by violence and 

repression threatening their freedom. 

But the novel looks at how the oppressive social structures that limit one from loving and 

forming their own relationships. The danger in the love between Helen and the Muslim 

architect Nargis is not only religious and social, but political and dispassionate forces who 

seize on these divisions. This relationship thus becomes a symbol of resisting the arbitrarily 

rigid, corrupt power mechanisms that attempt to define whom we can love and how we do it. 

 

Distortion or Suppression of Identity 

Another important role for corruption in distorting or suppressing the political identities of 

individual and groups of people is in the political arena. Particularly in societies in which 

political power is unequally distributed, certain identities (and not coincidentally often ethnic, 

religious, or cultural minorities) are marginalized or repressed. Identity politics is used by 

corrupt regimes to pit people against one another — to divide and to keep people living in 

constant fear and discord in power. 
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Frantz Fanon points out in post colonial studies that oppressive regimes and thus colonizing 

powers used their power to construct distorted identities and identities for colonized peoples: 

how one would see themselves and their place in society (Fanon, 1961). In modern corrupt 

states, too, political elites perpetrate the same trinity of manipulating identity by favouring 

one group over another, aggravating social cleavages based on issues of ethnicity, religion, or 

race. Political corruption in Myanmar ensures that the Rohingya minority in that country is 

beyond being given citizenship and threatens to erase their identity entirely (Smith, 2015). 

In South Asia, religion and its overlapping with political power dynamics render identity 

formation messy and complicated. The Golden legend of Pakistan: Christian and Hindu 

minorities actively marginalize from Muslim majority dominance, reinforced by state 

policies, which act as legal and social persecution of Christian and Hindu minorities. It allows 

discrimination and violence to mark their religious identity, depriving them of freedom to live 

without fear and suffering from loss of self worth (Aslam, 2017). The politicization of 

identity too frequently reduces to a single element of one’s identity without a fullness or 

complexity of selfhood. 

The themes of the identity, which is also another key political corruption manipulated and 

suppressed in The Golden Legend. Using the story of the oppression of religious minorities to 

illustrate how the state’s and society’s oppressive power dynamics shape the identities of 

religious minorities, the novel raises important questions about the dynamics and meaning of 

negative modification in Qur’anic history and about what diacritics (shadda, drabanita, kasra, 

sind), “tags” (diwani), or adverbial particles can reveal about the complex interplay of 

gender, power, and the interpretive interests of the interpreter Often the characters are 

compelled to pass as something different, or as something arbitrarily imposed by the 

dominant group, in which case they have no choice. 

For instance, because she is a Christian, Helen is discredited, yet additionally, she is 

ostracized in a society that punishes those who defy accepted set of limits between religions 

and people through her communion with a Muslim male. Her existence becomes a threat, her 

politicization, to the corrupt power structures which rest on strict divisions of religious 

communities. Much like Nargis’s identity as a Muslim woman within a patriarchal and 

extremist environment is created from being defined by both the state and society. 

The system often reduces individuals to mere categories such as those who have been 

oppressed or exploited as Frantz Fanon discusses in The Wretched of the Earth explains 

(1961), as colonial and corrupt systems enforce identities that prevent individuals seeking 

freedom from gaining control over their own life. Aslam explains in The Golden Legend how 

the political and religious elites in Pakistan use identity politics to manipulate identities of 

religious minority and even women to further divide society and legalize repression. 

The novel also deals with the theme of collective identity, and how communities react to 

oppression. However, as the foul system tries to cover the identities of minorities, Aslam 

narrate the moment of solidarity and resistance where individuals gather as one and it is 

expressed in terms that shout about their collective dignity and freedom. The assertion of 

identity, though not necessarily politicized, is an important form of resistance to 

overwhelming forces, in the sense that it is a personal as well as political act. 

Even with the violence that permeates many of the characters’ lives, Aslam does not neglect 

the theme of hope such as the love story of Helen and Imran showing that there is potential 

for healing and resolution of differences (Sukheeja 2017). 

 

Conclusion 

Political corruption and power dynamics have far reached consequences for personal dignity, 

freedom, and identity. As this paper examines, political corruption obliterates democratic 

structures, concentrates power into few hands, and results in human dignity being violated, 

freedoms eroded, and identities distorted or suppressed. This is where this analysis shows that 
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political corruption is not only a systemic issue, it’s a personal issue when it attacks so close 

to the center of human experience. These issues can only be addressed through both political 

reforms as well as a societal commitment to the rights and dignity of every human being no 

matter his or her identity or status. 

In the haunting portrayal of the effect of political corruption, power dynamics, and dignity, 

identity, and freedom on the self, The Golden Legend by Nadeem Aslam, that stands out. The 

book exposes the ways that corrupt regimes partner with religious fanatics to pervert the law 

and disperse lines in society, to punish and oppress marginalized communities. No character 

in the novel had the first-hand experience of the expanding borders of the erosion of their 

dignity, curtailment of their freedom and suppression of their identities. 

But Aslam also shows moments of resistance (where people refused to submit to the forces of 

corruption and repression). They operate as a broader critique of political corruption and the 

power dynamics beyond the political in Pakistan and other authoritarian and unstable 

democracies around the world. The Golden Legend stakes out a historiography through which 

to identify the labour of society and politics that descends upon a particular set of individual 

lives to determine who is able, or not, to live as an agent of themselves, in dignity, freedom 

and identity. 

 

Recommendations for future Research: 

Future research should examine the expression of political corruption and power dynamics in 

other cultural and literary contexts, especially in spaces beyond South Asia. Literary and 

socio-political frameworks could be compared in how different authoritarian regimes and 

weak democracies affect personal dignity, freedom, and identity, in comparative studies. 

Further in depth, there would also have been an investigation into the effects of political 

corruption on marginalized communities alongside the role that technology and surveillance 

play in continuing such corruption. 
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