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Abstract

This study analyze types of errors and assess the variation in writing competence between class 11" and
class 12" students of ICMS College Timergara and identify factors that contribute to the differences in
their performance. Fifty writing samples were collected from intermediate-level students of ICMS
College Timergara to examine common errors systematically. This study used a mixed-method approach
to analyze the types and frequency of errors in students' writing. The current study used the Corder
Model to identify, evaluate, and describe errors and mistakes made by the students of ICMS College,
Timergara. Students' essays are used as the main writing samples and the main data source. Using the
close reading technique, researchers carefully identified and categorized these errors, ensuring a
comprehensive analysis of students’ writing challenges. The findings of this analysis give evidence about
the strategies adopted by learners when confronted with a writing task. This careful analysis also sheds
light on the reason why the writing and grammar proficiency of class 11" students is weaker than that
of class 12" students. Through this research, a better understanding of students' writing difficulties is
noted, emphasizing the necessity of efficient teaching methods that improve language competency and
encourage accuracy in written communication.

Keywords: Corder Model, Errors, Grammar Skills, ICMS College Timergara, Mistakes, Writing.

Introduction

Writing is a system of signs that represents sounds and words of a particular language through different
ways like spelling, punctuation, and word form. Writing plays a crucial role in transmitting information
through symbols and makes thoughts and information visible. Students need to build their academic
performance (Durga & Rao, 2018). It is an advancement in communication that allows people to convey
their thoughts and transmit their experiences without meeting each other. Moreover, it also stores
knowledge and information beyond human capacity (Schmandt-Besser at, 2010). Writing is a system in
which people can use symbols and signs to share their thoughts and emotions with other people (Staley,
1997). According to Mart (2013), grammar is the rule of a language that describes sentence formation
and conveys meaning properly. English grammar is a fine art in English language writing and speaking
with accepted standards. It helps us to examine and understand the language in its original and
meaningful form (Hans & Hans, 2017). Ellis (1982) argued that second language learners must identify
whether their first language is the same or different than the second language (L2) to overcome their
learning issues properly. According to Dulay (1982), errors are something wrong that comes with the
correct structure of a sentence in writing or in speaking. It is something that can be observed directly in
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students' writing or speaking during second language learning. Norrish (1987) argued that error is “a
systematic deviation when a learner has not learned something and consistently gets it wrong™ (p.7).
Furthermore, the second definition of error explained by Cunningworth (1987) is that error is a
systematic deviation of one language's norms from another language being learned. Brown (2000)
investigated that an error cannot be self-corrected, while mistakes can be self-corrected if the deviation
is pointed out to the speaker. This means that when learners in their production of language make errors,
it shows their lack of understanding of the rules of language. Learners do not know the target language
while the mistake refers to the student’s inability to perform their language knowledge properly (Hassan
& Anjum, 2024). Ridha (2012) suggested that “errors” are, in fact, very important to provide insight
into how far learners have progressed in acquiring language and show us how much more learners need
to learn (Ringborn, 1987). During second language acquisition, learners can make errors and predict
trouble coming. However, instructors should inform their students of the tough areas and reinforce them.
Error analysis mainly focuses on the learners’ errors made in the target language; in this way, analysis
focuses on the learners' errors in the target language. Their mother tongue may also interfere with making
errors, but it is not a special reason (Khansir, 2012). Moreover, Igbal et al. (2021) concluded that all
errors are happening due to the lack of concentration on the fundamental elements of language during
language learning. The main reason behind learner’s errors is that their teachers are untrained and
unqualified. They cannot create a positive environment for their students. Sometimes, students are
tucked away from classes due to mental and physical tiredness. Therefore, students cannot fulfill their
tasks with full focus or concentration. The reason behind the learner's mistakes in writing is carelessness,
fatigue, lack of attention, and some other aspects of performance despite these aspects learners can be
self-corrected mistakes when they give proper attention to those mistakes. Where an error is the use of
a linguistic item by a native speaker or in a fluent way of the language regarded as showing incomplete
learning or faulty. In other words, learners cannot self-correct errors because they do not know about
the correct form (Richards & Schmidt, 2002). The purpose of this study is to examine the writing errors
and mistakes made by class 11 and class 12 students of ICMS College of Timergara, with an emphasis
on their classwork writing task. It looks at what kinds of mistakes students frequently made and how
they affected the overall coherence of their writing. The study sheds light on students' writing errors
they committed during target language writing as well as proficiency in the target language. This study
will help to identify the unique challenges that intermediate-level students have and guide instructional
practices aimed at improving their writing abilities. Moreover, it can inform language instructors and
educators to understand learners’ linguistic challenges in their academic journey. Furthermore, the
significance of this research is to make teachers inform of their teaching methodology during lectures,
if their methodology is useful must be accorded with research findings on second language learning.

Literature review

Littlewood (2008) discussed three main processes to identify an error; how errors come, transfer of rules
from the mother tongue, generalization (and overgeneralization) of second language rules, and
repetitiveness and reduction by omitting elements. From this process, researchers can understand that
errors generally occur because people are trying to process different rules from their mother tongue to
the target language. This is known by the term “competence errors”. Granville (2001) proposed six
elements for the process of writing, which will be used for any kind of writing, for instance, getting
information or ideas, drafting, outlining, editing, and revising. The process of getting information or
ideas can be done using brainstorming techniques (try to solve a problem by thinking about it) such as
mind mapping or free writing and listening. Listening is a process where all ideas are recorded without
evaluating any one of them, even unbalanced ones because they might happen to be useful later. In
addition, mind mapping is a process where an idea is closely linked to related information by drawing
from lines. Finally, free writing is a process of writing down thoughts endlessly without worrying about
their grammar, after all the ideas are ready to be written down, the thorough list will contain phrases and
sentences that will raise confusion for students about to arrange based on the list (Yamazaki, et al.,
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2012). According to Peha (2002), this stage is very difficult for errors in English as a foreign language
writing by junior high students in Indonesia International Journal of Research Studies in Language
Learning forty-three writers, because in this stage they are going to make clear ideas and further
reassuring that each sentence exists where it is written, as students look and find that challenging.
According to Hedge, (2005), participants give feedback right after they complete their writing task,
which will help them in the future for better writing drafts. After the student revision process, they
receive feedback from the revision, where students produce good writing due to the edition and make
changes and correct according to their feedback. There are also few relevant studies in applied linguistics
such as Javaid et al (2024) assessed stress causing factors and language related challenges among first
year students in higher education in Pakistan. Ramzan et al. (2023) unraveled the link between social
media usage and academic achievement among ESL learners. Ramzan et al. (2023) empowered ESL
learners by harnessing the potential of social media to enhance academic motivation in higher education
by aligning ESL learners’ motivation in sustainable developmental goals along with perception of
collaborative strategies used by teachers. Chen and Ramzan (2024) analyzed Facebook e portfolio on
ESL motivation and performance and Ramzan and Alahmadi (2024) viewed the effect of syntax.
Ramzan et al. (2024) viewed perception on gamification in ESL instruction with Ramzan et al. (2025)
challenges and psychological influence English as a medium of instructions.

Theoretical Framework

This research has adopted the Corder Model for error analysis. The concept of error analysis is given by
Has,yim (2002) who explained that error analysis is "the process to observe, analyze, and classify the
deviations of the rules of the second languages and then to reveal the systems operated by learner”(p.43).
The focus of this study is to identify and describe the linguistic errors that learners make during writing
in the English language. Furthermore, this model provides a systematic approach to understanding
language challenges, enabling a comprehensive evaluation of students’ writing skills capability and
grammar skills. The following are important steps of the Corder model, which are essential to properly
evaluate the errors:

for Error Analysis

-
Collection of samples Curation of samples
a
(P2 P +ioua £ ccrac . .
) ) Description of errors
Evaluation and correction of
errors

Methodology

A mixed-methods approach was adopted for this research. Mixed method research is a type of research
in which researchers use both quantitative research patterns to understand the frequency of errors that
appeared in the s,,ample texts while qualitative research identifies patterns and reasons for the committed
errors (Creswell, 2005). The first step in error analysis is the collection of samples from participants.
Researchers for this purpose collected 50 writing samples from both Class 11" and Class 12" students
of ICMS College at Timergara. Sample duration is more important for researchers in error analysis. In
this step, researchers should find representative samples from the whole set of responses. After a
thorough examination, 10 samples were selected from each class for final analysis in the current study,
excluding those samples written in Urdu, with insufficient length, less than 2 paragraphs, or
collaboratively composed. Researchers must know how to identify the existing errors after the collection of the
essential data. Indeed, the identification of errors depends on a few important questions. The first question is to
know what error would be in the target language. The second thing a researcher must know is to differentiate
between "error" and "mistake" in the target language. Generally, an error occurs due to the lack of knowledge of
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the learners while a mistake or slip occurs when students fail to perform appropriately in the target language or
due to carelessness of the target language rules. Description is another stage of analyzing participants’ errors. The
description is composed of the comparison of the learner's writing or utterance and reconstruction within the
target language. Richards (1971) described that each identified error will be thoroughly described and categorized
according to the Corder Model, providing a comprehensive understanding of the language challenges faced by
the students. The main purpose of researchers in the current study is to find out two types of errors: Interlingual
and intralingual. Both errors refer to the negative influence of the participants’ native language and the target
language itself. Language users make Interlingual errors due to the interference of native language L1, where the
language users tend to use native language L1 or some features of the native language in the target language,
which can lead them to make errors. Intralingual error occurs due to the misuse of a particular rule of the target
language which leads to making errors. The learner’s errors were the result of native language L1 interference.
The last and final stage in the error analysis is to evaluate and draw a conclusion based on the result obtained.
There are two types of errors: global error and local error, global error is an error that affects the overall sentence
structure; my car beautiful white, the second type of error is a local error which affects single elements in a
sentence; | want a hot cat (Arefa & Sibarani, 2023).

Data Analysis
The analysis was based on focusing on grammatical categories of errors and identifying those errors
from the selected essays. The Corder Model was used to label the errors as omission, addition,
misordering, and misinformation. This valuable approach allowed us to gain valuable insights into the
specific language challenges faced by the students during the writing process (Nzama, 2010).

1. Typesof Errors
It is useful when we are classifying the types of errors that often arise in the second language learner’s
speech and writing. In this context, a linguist, Dulay formulated the Surface Taxonomy Strategy in
terms of classification error in the sentence (ANANISSA, 2016). Errors include:

Figure 1: Corder Model

Omission

. Solution of - .
Addition Misinformation

error

Misordering

Errors of Omission

The error of omission is the absence of an item within a word or sentence, it is characterized by the
absence of an item that was crucial for a well-formed sentence, some learners make an incomplete
sentence by omitting any morphemes (Dulay, 1982).
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Examples from the participants’ texts

Pakistan is one of most drug affected country in the word. (participant 11)

My brother is outstanding student in class. (Participant 17)

The name of my is G.C.M.H. school. (Participant 9)

My dad is a good head family. (Participant 15)

he going to market. (Participant 13)

The participants of the study made errors in nominal sentences where they omitted words,
articles, and prepositions in the given writing task. In the above examples, participant 15 omitted the
preposition “of” and article “the” in the sentence. Moreover, participant 13 omitted the helping verb “is”
in the sentence. It can be concluded from the above errors that the participants carry an improper
knowledge of the target language rules. The following are some of the example sentences from the
collected data where omission in some form has occurred:

ko E

Table 1: Errors of Omission in the Participants' Texts

Original sentence Correct sentence

The name of my is G.C.M.H.  The name of my school is

school. G.C.M.H. school.

It classes up to the tenth It offers classes up to the tenth
Omission standard. standard.

It is grim reality. Bilding. Itis a grim reality. Building.

Pakistan one of most drug Pakistan is one of the most

affected country in the word.  affected country in the world.

Errors of Addition
The error of addition is characterized by the presence of an item that is not required for a well-formed
sentence or utterance. Researchers have noted the following errors:

6. Our country Pakistan is facing is with great economic problems nowadays (participant 14)

7. 1 want to mention some problems. (Participant 13)

8. She is teaching us. (Participant 11)

9. sheis avery sweet. (Participant 6)

10. We want to provide. (Participant 10)
The participants additionally used the helping verb “is” in the simple present tense, the addition of
“s” with the verb when the subject was the first-person singular pronoun which is wrong as per the
rules of English grammar are concerned. The participants seemed unaware of the correct usage of the
s/es rule. Moreover, they were also not familiar with the correct use of articles and tenses.

Table 2: Errors of Addition in the participant’s texts

Original sentence Correct sentence
He became of disciple. He becomes a disciple.
She is a very sweet. She is very sweet
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| want to mention some | want to mention some

Addition problems. problems.
She is teaches us. She teaches us.
We wants to provide. We want to provide.
She is in our class teacher. She is our class teacher.
Composings, Meet. Composing, Met.

Errors of Misinformation
Misinformation is the use of the wrong form of the morpheme or grammar (form of verb,
capitalization of letter). Misinformation errors are characterized by the misuse of morphemes, errors
of misinformation usually come in alternating forms, learners usually use the incorrect forms of the
verb and incorrect spelling within a sentence or paragraph, and sometimes learners use the incorrect
forms of morphemes due to misinformation (Dulay,1982).

11. I will say that farhan his my best friend. (Participant 18)

12. I done my matriculation from government college. (Participant 4)

13. I done my matriculation from government school. (Participant 11)

14. Lack of poor councelling. (Participant 12)

15. Unresponsible, poority, thay, taxt, callular. (Participants 12 and 16)

Researchers draw out the above examples from the participants writing task for the current
study. In the above examples, the structure of these sentences is incorrect. The learner used the
incorrect form of the verb and ignored the correct form, which was needed in the sentence, researchers
have noticed that they may understand the meaning of what they wrote, but they did not know how
to write correctly. It may be because they were misinformed on the proper use of verbs as Participant
11 used “done” instead of “did”. Mostly they used the incorrect spelling of words such as
“unresponsible” instead of “irresponsible”, “poority” and “taxt” instead of “poverty” and “text”. The
following are more examples from the task for more clarification.

Table 3: Errors of Misinformation in the participant's texts

Original sentence Correct sentence

The lesson to student He gives a lecture to students

perfectly. perfectly.

The have treat with students He has kindly treated the

Kindly. students.

It can got through many It can be achieved through
Misinformation ways and skills. many ways and skills.

| done my matriculation I did my matriculation from a

from government school. government school.

Riturned, Functual, Bast. Returned, Punctual, Best.

Errors of Misordering

Learners sometimes ignore the correct structure of each sentence used in the target language.
Misordering errors are the incorrect placement of subject, object, and verb (Dulay, 1982). It occurs
mostly due to the influence of the native language. L1 learners sometimes ignore the target language
structure instead of learners using their native language’s sentence structure. In the current study, the
learners were all Pashtuns and there is structure difference between the sentence structure of English

(SVO) and Pashto Language (SOV). The variation in the order can be seen in the examples below:
For example,

16. When which one get position he gives award of him. (Participant 17)

17. He everyday reciting the holy Qur'an. (Participant 17)
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Both L; and L language learners can make misordering errors due to unawareness and the influence of

other languages.
Table 4: Errors of Misordering in the participants’ texts

Original sentence Correct sentence

He taken the class own his He takes the class on his own

time. time.

He everyday reciting the holy  Everyday, he recites the holy

Qur'an. Qur'an.

Misordering When which one get position ~ When someone gets a

he give award him. position, he gives him an
award.

But homework also. But also, homework.

Result and Discussion

Result of Class 11t Students at ICMS

As shown in Figure 3, more than half of the students have a lack of efficiency in using correct and proper
rules of the target language during writing. Some of their issues were proper knowledge of English
grammar, spelling, capitalization, incomplete sentences, article omission, auxiliaries’ addition and
omission, and wrong use of prepositions. Misordering and omission were the prominent errors found in
the writing of the class 11 students of ICMS College Timergara.

Figure 3: Result of class 11th participants

Error

W omission

38.31, 38%
H Addition

37.3,37%

Misinformation

Misordering

19.6, 20%

Result of class 12 students at ICMS

As shown in the figure below the addition and omission errors of class 12" students are less than that of
class 11", They do omit and add to some words but overall, their efficiency in proper usage of word
form was found to be better than their counterparts. However, there were a lot of issues with their proper
usage of some parts of speech, for example, verbs, and prepositions as they seemed mostly uninformed.
Their misinformation percentage is far higher than those of class 11" students. Another issue with these
students was the use of short and incomplete sentences which might show their excessive use of social
media apps where they are used to writing incomplete sentences and contractions. So, when it comes to
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writing the full form, then they are always misinformed. Furthermore, there was no issue of misordering
found in their writing which means that the students of class 12! were well aware of the sentence
structure of the English language.

Figure 4: Result of class 12th participants

Error

28.37, 28% m Omission

Addition

Misinformation

59.45, 60%
12.16, 12% Misordering

Conclusion

This study presents a comprehensive investigation into the essay writing and grammar skills of class
11" and class 12" students of ICMS College of Timergara. Using the Coder model of error analysis the
researchers have focused on grammar aspects such as, (spelling, ordering punctuation, etc.) and allowing
a thorough evaluation of the written expressions. The analysis revealed that class 12" students’ writing
and grammar skills were better than class 11" students. After a careful examination of the writing
samples of the students, this study has concluded that students who are higher in level were more
prominent and efficient in their writing than their juniors. Moreover, with higher levels and more studies,
the students usually overcome their command over using correct forms of English parts of speech.
However, this study has also found that students who use mobile a lot and are involved in online text
messages were more misinformed about using proper forms of verbs, nouns, and adjectives and putting
prepositions in their correct place. This study also concludes that students of senior level who were more
involved in text messages are more misinformed on spelling mostly because they use contractions in
text messages and when it comes to academic writing, and they are asked to not use contracted words
and abbreviations then they commit errors. Researchers identified learners’ difficulties and pointed out
learning and writing strategies for target language improvement. In addition, educators and teachers
must reflect on the error analysis and blend it into teaching methods and encourage them to perpetuate
teaching practices, such as providing feedback after writing in the target language and designing
connection activities for learners’ needs can improve their writing capability. Furthermore, teachers and
researchers must stress the importance of providing feedback based on error analysis findings and both
focusing on mistakes and errors and trying to encourage learners to correct errors and give awareness of
target language conventions and patterns to become good writers and learners. Finally, researchers and
teachers must discuss the process of learning and writing with students or learners then they must discuss
the samples with learners to identify the area of target language improvement.
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